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sating for his political incapacity and reckless-
ness. On most occasions the Prince, much to his
credit, showed due deference to the wisdom and ex-
perience of Coligny, his uncle by marriage; yet
there were times when the Admiral must have felt
how greatly the necessity of working in harmony
with such a man, of leading while he appeared to
follow, increased the difficulties of the situation.

We have not space to follow the events of the wars
of religion, except so far as they immediately affected
the fortunes of Henry of Navarre. Nor is it im-
portant to remember the terms of treaties and of
edicts of toleration which were never observed, nor
perhaps intended to be observed, or the details of
battles which decided nothing, and to each of which
we might apply the answer of Marshal Vielleville
when asked by Charles IX. who had won the day at
St. Denis (1567). " Neither your Majesty nor the
Prince of Conde", but King Philip of Spain, since as
many gallant gentlemen have fallen on both sides, as
would have sufficed to drive the Spaniards out of
Flanders/'

One by one the men fell whose ambition had led
them to provoke the war in the name of Him who
had said that whoso draws the sword shall perish by
the sword; St. Andre at Dreux, Antony of Bourbon
in the same year before Rouen (1562); in the next
year Francis of Guise by the hand of an assassin;
four years later the Constable Anne of Mont-
morency at St. Denis.

In the summer of 1568 the CMtillons and the
Prince of Conde" escaped almost miraculously an